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Minutes of Horsington Parish Council Meeting 

Including the Annual Parish Council Meeting 

On Thursday 9th May 2019 at St Margaret’s Hall, Horsington 

DRAFT 

All Councillors signed an Acceptance of Office form. 

Public Forum  

The applicant for planning application 19/00760/FUL gave an update on the proposed project.  

The agent for planning application 19/01069/OUT provided an overview of the proposed project. A member of 
the public opposed the application and said that it failed to meet planning policy SS2 and that stated that it 
was a small plot for the proposed number of houses and asked if young local  people would be able to afford 
the smaller houses. A resident of White Cat Cottages raised concerns that cars would park outside their 
property. The agents confirmed that parking provision of a minimum of two cars has been made for each of 
the properties.   

1.  Election of Chairman 

Mrs J Pyne was proposed by M Tucker and seconded by Mrs B Mann. Agreed unanimously. 

Mrs Pyne signed the Acceptance of Office form. 

2.  Election of Vice Chairman 

M Tucker was proposed by Mrs B Mann and seconded by I Snowden. Agreed unanimously. 

3.  Election of Committees 

It was agreed that all Councillors would be on all committees as and when required. 

County / District Councillors Reports 

W Wallace stated that he was happy to have been re-elected in the recent District Council elections.  

Mr Wallace reported that he has some funds available under a Health & Wellbeing budget that could go 
towards local projects that met the criteria. Mrs Pyne reported that the Parish Council hopes to replace the 
swings in the play area and will provide Mr Wallace with details regarding the costs. 

4.  Members Present and Apologies 

 a.   Members present:  Mrs J Pyne (Chair), Mrs B Mann, Mrs J Hodges, Mrs A Clayton, Mrs J Godson, M Tucker 
& I Snowden.   

 b.   Public present:  W Wallace, D Chapman (Clerk) & 10 members of the public. 

 c.   Apologies: H Burt 

5.   Declarations of Interest / Dispensation 

I Snowden declared an interest in planning application 19/01069/OUT as he owns land opposite the proposed 
site. Mrs J Hodges declared an interest in the same planning application as she has a relative who lives 
opposite the proposed site. 

6.   Approve the draft minutes of the meeting on 12th April 2019 

Proposed by Mrs A Clayton and seconded by Mrs B Mann. 

7.  Matters arising from minutes 

Mrs J Godson asked why the words  ’ I Snowden stated that, at the last meeting, he had said that he thought 
that the Church owned all the walls around the churchyard, including the boundary wall between the Church 
and Horsington House’ had been added to the minutes for the meeting on 14th March. Mrs Pyne stated that 
this was to reflect what had been said at that meeting. Mrs Pyne explained that the reason the Parish Council 
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wanted to find out who owned the wall was to determine if the Parish Council had the responsibility to 
maintain it. Mrs Godson stated that no one seems to know who owns the wall.   

Mrs A Clayton mentioned that she had been in touch with the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
regarding the chapel rates but the minutes referred to the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors.  The minutes 
were changed to reflect this and were then signed as a correct record. 

8.  Planning 

Applications:  

19/00918/LBC- 7 Manor Court, Tower Hill, Horsington BA8 0ET – replacement windows and doors to property 
– no objections. 

19/00760/FUL - The Hollies, Cabbage Lane, Horsington BA8 0DA – demolition of existing dwelling and 
agricultural building and erection of a replacement dwelling together with change of use of land for residential 
curtilage and formation of a new access and driveway (Revised application 18/02075/FUL) – One Councillor 
was opposed to the application due to the size of the proposed house. The remaining Councillors had no 
objections. 

19/01069/OUT – Land Adjoining 17 Batchpool Lane, Horsington – outline application for the demolition of 

outbuilding, formation of vehicular and pedestrian access and erection of 3 discount market homes for local 

residents, 1 retirement bungalow and 4 dwellings with associated access, parking and garaging.  I Snowden 

and Mrs J Hodges left the meeting. Councillors noted neighbours’ concerns about cars parking at White Cat 

Cottages but noted that the plans provided parking for the new houses on the site. Some Councillors felt 

that they would prefer that the site was not developed but that the proposed plans offered the best option 

if it was developed. Councillors had no objections to the proposal. 

I Snowden and Mrs J Hodges re-joined the meeting. 

Determinations:  

19/00622/HOU – The Laurels, Duck Lane, Horsington BA8 0EG – erection of a single storey rear extension and 

an attic conversion incorporating four roof lights in the main roof – granted – noted. 

9.   Insurance Renewal. 

Councillors agreed with Came & Company (Brokers) recommendation to use Hiscox insurance to provide 
insurance on a 3 year fixed term agreement.  

10. Restoration of Finger Post Signs   

Mrs A Clayton reported that the Mead Lane sign is still with Cerdic, the company who going to repair the sign. 
Clerk reported that donations amounting to £40 have been banked.  
11.  Finance 
a.    Authorised Cheques 
1150 - £158.59 – Somerset Association of Local Councils – annual subscription 2019-2020 

1151 - £168.00 – D Chapman – Clerks’ salary May 2019 

1152 - £60.00 – D Vanstone – internal audit of 2018-2019 accounts  

1153 - £811.07 – Came & Company – insurance 2019-2020 

1154 - £689.50 – R J Peters – grass cutting in Play Area and village April 2019 

1155 - £299.00 – S Hawkins – grass cutting at cemetery and Village Hall April 2019 

b.   Monies Received  

£40.00 - donations for Restoration of Finger Posts Project. 

c.   Complete &Sign Annual Governance Statement 2018-2019 – the form was completed and signed by the 
Chairman and Clerk 
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d.   Complete & Sign Annual Accounting Statements for 2018-2019 – the form was completed and signed by 
the Chairman and Clerk. 

12.  Play Area 

Mrs Hodges reported that the goal net has been replaced. 

Mrs Pyne reported that she will look to replace the swings now that precept has been received. 

I Snowden reported that the backboard for the basketball hoop is broken. He offered to pick it up. Mrs Pyne 
will get a quote to buy a new one.  

13.  Cemetery / Churchyard  

I Snowden and Mrs A Clayton reported that they have been investigating whether the council tax charge could 
be reduced or even removed. It was agreed that they should make further investigations. 

It was reported that S Hawkins has not been able to cut the grass at the back of the Village Hall because the 
gate is locked. The Chairman of the Village Hall committee is trying to get a copy of the key.  

14.   Horse Pond 

M Tucker and I Snowden reported that they will arrange for the silt to be removed from the silt trap over the 
summer period, subject to the weather. 

15.   Footpaths 

Mrs Pyne reported that a sign on a stile that intersects with the Monarch’s Way that stating that the bridge is 
closed is misleading as relates to a path in a different parish a few miles way. 

Mrs Mann reported that the fault on the footpath leading off Cabbage Lane has been corrected and the path 
cleared. This is a big improvement.  

16.   Newsletter 

M Tucker will into providing a general update. 

17. Road & Local Signage 

Mrs J Godson reported that the dog poo signs at the horse pond and Horsington notice board were missing / 
damaged. M Tucker offered to reprint and laminate some more copies and give them to any Councillors who 
wanted them. Mrs Godson and Mrs Mann asked for some copies. 

Mrs Godson raised concerns about the vegetation around the road signs in the village and that they need 
cleaning, particularly the A357.  Clerk will write to the Highways Department but it was felt that, due to budget 
cuts at Somerset County Council, they may not be prepared to do anything about the problem. 

Mrs Godson also asked why there have not been any speed indicator devices deployed in the village recently. 
Mrs Pyne reported that Somerset County Council no longer offer this service and it would cost between £,2000 
and £3,000 to purchase one. 

18.   Correspondence 

- Somerset Waste Partnership – Briefing – including information about plans to process most of the Somerset’s 
non-recycling rubbish at a site in Avonmouth that is currently being built - noted. 

-  Cinnamon Trust -  Requests to publicise the work of a charity that offers dog walking support for the elderly 
and terminally ill in the area – Councillors agreed that  posters could be placed on the parish noticeboards 
where space allowed. 

19.   Any other business of importance  - Clerk reported that the potholes on the road leading from 
Horsington Dip towards the Half Moon have been reported to the Highways Department. 

Meeting closed 21:40 

Date of next meeting:  Thursday 13th June 2019  


