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Minutes of Horsington Parish Council Meeting 

On Thursday 13th August 2020 at St Margaret’s Hall, Horsington 

DRAFT 

Public Forum: none 

1.    Members Present and Apologies 

 a.   Members present:  Mrs J Pyne (Chair), Mrs A Clayton, Mrs B Mann & M Tucker.   

 b.   Public present: D Chapman (Clerk). 

 c.   Apologies:  Mrs J Hodges, I Snowden, H Burt & W Wallace. 

2.    Declarations of Interest / Dispensations: none 

3.   Approve the draft minutes of the meeting on 12th March 2020 

Proposed by Mrs J Pyne and seconded by Mrs A Clayton. 

4.  Matters arising from minutes 

Councillors discussed the request by a parent at Horsington Primary School to put a gap in the car park wall 
opposite the school and issues raised regarding potholes and ivy growing on the wall. 

Clerk reported that a quote had been received from Robert Chapman to repair the potholes for £200. 
Councillors agreed to ask him to do the work. 

It was agreed that Councillors would look into removing the ivy from the wall and burning it at the cemetery. 
The condition of the wall will then be assessed to determine what, if any, repairs need to be done. 

Councillors had a number of concerns about the safety of children as they could run through the gap and into 
the road. It was noted that the school had erected a barrier to prevent this on their side of the road but there 
is not room to put a barrier on the car park side and give room for pushchairs / wheel chairs to come through 
the proposed gap. 

There were also concerns that the work would either kill the roots of the tree alongside the wall or provide an 
uneven surface. It was also thought that a car parking space would be lost. 

Taking all the concerns into account Councillors felt that the proposal for the gap was not appropriate unless 
suitable suggestions to mitigate the concerns were received.   

Chairman reported that a bridge on a footpath had been vandalised and that her husband had repaired it and 
replaced the wood where necessary.  

5.  Planning 

Applications:  

20/01901/HOU Hazel Cottage, High Road, Horsington BA8 0DN – alterations and the erection of two storey 

rear extension to dwelling – no objections. 

Determinations: 

20/01808/HOU Springfield, Marshbarn Farm Lane, Horsington BA8 0EN – demolition of single storey side 

extension and erection of replacement 2 storey side extension and extension of rear single storey extension – 

granted - noted 

Other: none 
 
6. Clerk Chairman Update 
 
Chairman reported that she and the Clerk had followed the action recommended by SSDC to reopen the Play 
Area including completing a risk assessment and putting up the appropriate signs. The Clerk and Chairman 
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perform a visual inspection each week and clean the areas that are regularly touched with bleach / antiseptic 
wipes. 
The annual Play Area inspection report was discussed. It was noted that two of the items raised have now 
been resolved as a new picnic table has been erected and the old one taken away and knobs have been fitted 
on the gate to prevent fingers being trapped. It was also reported that there are already plans to replace the 
swings. 
 
M Tucker offered to make a sign providing contact details for the Clerk as recommended in the report. 
 
Chairman reported that the ashes of the late Derek Hartley are to be interred at the cemetery. It was also 
reported that Mr Hartley’s step daughter has asked if a tree could be planted or bench be placed in Horsington 
in memory of a person who had previously lived in the village. Councillors felt that there was not a suitable 
place in the cemetery but would give some thought to a possible location for a memorial bench. 

Chairman also reported that she had received a request for a plaque containing a poem could be erected at 
the cemetery. 
 
 
7.  Finance 
a.    Authorised Cheques 
1214 - £310.00 – R J Peters – grass cutting at play area, churchyard and around village. 

1215 - £66.00 – Play Inspection Company – play area inspection report 

1216 - £168.00 – D Chapman – Clerk’s salary August 2020 

1217 – cancelled - error 

1218 - £77.97 – D Chapman – Clerk’s mileage and expenses May – August 2020. 

1219 - £269.75 – S Hawkins – grass cutting and maintenance at cemetery and village hall. 

b.   Monies Received – none 

c) Review Internal Controls – the controls were reviewed and agreed. 

d) Complete and sign Audit Exemption form for year 2019/20 – the form was signed by the Chairman and 

Clerk. 

e) Complete and sign Annual Governance form for year 2019/20 – the form was agreed and signed by the 

Chairman and Clerk.  

f) Complete and sign Annual Accounting Statements for 2019/20 – the form was signed by the Chairman and 
Clerk. 

8.  Co-option of New Councillor  

Clerk reported that two applications had been received but that one application arrived after the deadline. 
Councillors decided to co-opt Adrian Pratt, the applicant who met the deadline, to the Parish Council. 

9.  Any other business of importance  

M Tucker reported that Charles James had found some road salt that the Parish Council had collected a few 
years ago. Mr Tucker has taken it back to his house to be stored until it is needed. 

Mrs A Clayton reported that there are a number of yellow way marker signs missing from the footpath posts 
within the Parish. Clerk will ask Eve Wynn at Somerset County Council for some more markers. 

M Tucker reported that he had put a small article in the newsletter about the Parish Council had not been able 
to meet during the pandemic but that the business has been continuing. 

Mrs B Mann asked if a dog poo bin could be installed in South Cheriton near the entrance to a footpath. Clerk 
to check with SSDC that they would empty the bin if the Parish Council purchased one. 
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Mrs A Clayton enquired what the situation is regarding the cutting of the grass by the post box in South 
Cheriton.  She thought that Stuart Jackson mighty still be prepared to cut the grass. Chairman reported that 
Richard Peters had recently cut the grass at her request but if Mr Jackson as happy to cut the grass Mr Peters 
would not need to do it again. 

Mrs A Clayton reported that a bench in South Cheriton is in poor repair. Chairman said that she would ask her 
husband to take a look and make any repairs needed. It was agreed that the Parish Council would pay for any 
materials needed. 

Meeting closed 20:30 


