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Minutes of Horsington Parish Council Meeting 

On Thursday 20th May 2021 at St Margaret’s Hall, Horsington 

(Including Annual Parish Council Meeting) 

DRAFT 

7.  Public Forum:  

A Parishioner reported that he and another resident have been in touch with BT Openreach concerning the 
installation of high speed fibre broadband to some of the houses in the village. He reported that it would be 
available for around 40 houses that Openreach have identified in the village. The initial estimate of the cost is 
circa £90,000 (£2,310 per house). The Parishioner stated that grants of £1,500 should be available per house. 
Mr Gaunt reported that the money needs to be collected and paid over to the contractors by the by a legal 
entity and asked if the Parish Council could act as the legal entity. Councillors expressed their support for the 
project in principle but would need to take legal advice as to whether a Parish Council can perform this role. 

A resident of South Cheriton read a statement regarding  the concerns of a number of residents over the 
increased traffic generated by the new glamping site off Marsh Lane. Concerns were also raised about any 
increase in the usage of Cheriton Manor Farm. Chairman stated that the Parish Council would intervene if 
usage of the farm buildings increased and problems occurred. 

It was reported that then campsite website is directing traffic down Behind Hayes Lane. It was agreed that the 
preferred route is along Moor Lane in Wincanton and along to Marsh Lane. Clerk will contact the company and 
ask them to change the route to the preferred route.  

8.  Glamping Site: 

Chairman stated that, in a rural community, businesses need to survive and so it is a balancing act. The Parish 
Council has listened to the residents’ concerns but that the remedies are very limited. The Parish council has 
looked into the legal framework but, under Government legislation, planning permission is not required. 

Regarding road safety there are also limited options as changes to signage and speed limits can only be made 
with permission of Somerset County Council’s Highways Department and they have advised that changes can 
only be made once the situation has been monitored and a need has been established. Changes are usually 
only made if the number of car movements per hour exceed 20. 

Reducing the speed limit to 20 mph would need to be justified and it would take over 12 months. The cost 
would be around £5,000 and would be charged to the Parish Council. This amount is unbudgeted. 

1.  Election of Chairman: Mark Tucker was appointed as Chairman – agreed unanimously. 

2. Election of Vice Chairman: Adrian Pratt was appointed as Vice Chairman – agreed unanimously. 

3. Election of Committees: It was agreed that all Councillors would be on the committees. Mrs A Clayton 
offered to take on the administration of the cemetery. 

4. Insurance Renewal: Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council is in the third year of a three year fixed term 
insurance agreement with Came & Company, a company that specialises in insurance for Parish Councils.  

5.    Members Present and Apologies:  

 a.   Members present:  M Tucker (Chair), Mrs A Clayton, Mrs B Mann & A Pratt.   

 b.   Public present: D Chapman (Clerk) and 6 members of the public. 

 Apologies:  Mrs J Hodges, H Burt & W Wallace. 

6.    Declarations of Interest / Dispensations: none 

9.   Approve the draft minutes of the meeting on 8th August 2021 

Proposed by Mrs B Mann and seconded by Mrs A Clayton. 

10.  Matters arising from minutes 
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Councillors discussed the request by a relative of Mr Hartley to erect a memorial bench in, either the cemetery 
or in the village. It was agreed that there is nowhere suitable in the cemetery. Mrs Mann suggested putting it 
in the curtilage of the Village Hall, facing the road. Clerk will ask the Village Hall committee. 

Mark Tucker promised to erect a sign, containing the Clerk’s contact details, at the play area.  

It was noted that Mrs Pyne had previously offered for her husband to repair the wooden bench in South 
Cheriton. Clerk will ask Mr Pyne if he still happy to do the work. 

11.  Planning 

Applications:  

21/00815/FUL & 21/00816/LBC Cheriton House, High Road, Horsington BA8 0BS – covered horse wash 

structure and alterations to existing stables – no objections. 

21/01319319/AGN Land OS 1676 Marsh Lane, Horsington – notification of intent to erect a shed for the 

storage of agricultural implements and commodities – for information only – Clerk reported that the SSDC 

Planning Department has decided that planning permission is not required and the proposed works can go 

ahead. 

Determinations: 

20/00027/FUL Part land OS 8518, Lower Road, Horsington – Section 73 application to vary condition 07(a) and 

to remove condition 07(b) of planning approval 20/00027/FUL, after consulting with the County Ecologist – 

granted - noted 

Other: none 
 
12. Insurance Renewal: see agenda item 4 above.  
 
13.  Finance 
a.    Authorised Cheques 
1245 - £235.00 – R J Peters – grass cutting at play area, churchyard and around village – cheque raised in April. 

1246 - £168.00 – D Chapman – Clerk’s salary April 2021 – cheque raised in April. 

1247 - £240.50 – S J Hawkins – grass cutting and maintenance of cemetery and village hall – cheque raised in 
April. 

1248 – £168.00 – D Chapman – Clerk’s salary May 2021. 

1249 - £856.26 – Came & Company – insurance 2021 / 2022. 

1250 - £245.00 – R J Peters – grass cutting and strimming and the play area and around the village.  

1251 - £247.00 – S Hawkins – grass cutting and maintenance at cemetery and village hall. 

b.   Monies Received: 

£11,980 – precept. 

£5 – peppercorn rent for land at rear of St Margaret’s Village Hall. 

£50 – interment of ashes for D Hartley. 

£100 – memorial stone for Mrs Sanger. 

£100 – memorial stone for Mr & Mrs Wood. 

£100 – memorial stone for E Carter. 

c) Complete and sign Audit Exemption form 2020/2021 – the form was signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 

14. Correspondence: 
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a) email from resident offering to place plastic beading on top of the swings in the play area to prevent pigeons 
standing on the rails and making a mess. Councillors agreed in principle but asked the Clerk to check with the 
insurance company and play area inspection company. The resident also asked about erecting a sign in Marsh 
Lane saying requesting drivers to drive slowly through the village. It was reported that signs can only be 
erected with permission of the Somerset County Council Highways Department and they wanted to wait and 
see what effect the glamping site had on traffic. 

 b) request for headstone for Mr and Mrs Wood – agreed. 

c) request for headstone for Mr N Parsons – agreed. 

d) request by resident for traffic calming ( traffic islands) on A357 approaching Horsington Dip from the south. 
Councillors shared the concerns about the speed of traffic travelling along this stretch but felt that traffic 
islands or speed bumps would not be suitable. It was agreed that rumble strips and road markings could be 
effective. Clerk to contact SCC Highways Department to see what can be done.   

15.  Any other business of importance: 

Councillors agreed to change the monthly meeting day from the second Thursday to the second Wednesday 
each month. Clerk to write to the Village Hall committee. 

Clerk reported that one person, from South Cheriton, has shown an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor. It 
was also agreed that the Clerk should contact the person in Horsington who had applied to become a 
Councillors last year to see if they are still interested. Clerk will also advertise the vacancies and fact that co-
option for the vacancies will take place at the Parish Council meeting on 10th June 2021. 

It was reported that there had recently been an issue with cars parking in the passing areas along Marsh Lane 
that caused problems with lorries travelling to the chicken farm. Councillors were not sure if this was a ‘one 
off’ event. Mrs A Clayton offered to check. 

 Meeting closed 20:30 


